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UNIVERSIDAD DEL NORTE - INSTITUTO DE IDIOMAS 
SPANISH PROGRAM FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS  

“SPANISH AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL TOURISM” 
 
Reference:   Spanish and Archaeological Tourism 
Audience: Students and professionals  
Estimated dates:    1. From June 26th to July 18th 2012 
     2. From August 13th to August 31st 2012 
Duration:   3 weeks- 40 hours of classroom classes  
Class schedule:   From Monday to Friday from 8:30 until 12:00m 
Minimun number of students: 8 students 
Levels:     A1 (Beginners) and B1 (Intermediate) 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
This course offers an innovative approach to language learning where students have 
the opportunity to practice language skills learned in the classroom while adventuring 
into the diversity and contrast of three different regions of the Colombian Caribbean 
Coast: Barranquilla, Santa Marta and Ciudad Perdida. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 
General: 

1. Improve the four main skills of the language: listening, speaking, reading and 
writing skills. 

2. Provide students with the communication tools necessary to understand and 
appreciate the socio-cultural manifestations of Colombia, especially those of the 
Caribbean region.  
 

Specific: 
1. Learn and use the Spanish language system in order to properly communicate 

orally and/or written. 
2. Manage the necessary vocabulary to express adequately in Spanish. 
3. Understand unique aspects of Santa Marta and Barranquilla culture. 
4. Relate and integrate own cultural elements with those of the Colombian 

Caribbean region. 
5. Discover one of the Indian settlements in the Sierra Nevada built between 700 

AD. 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
First week: 
During the first stage, you will receive Spanish lessons in the campus of Universidad del 
Norte in Barranquilla from Monday to Friday from 8:30 to 12:30. 
 
Second week: 
During the second stage, you will travel to the city of Santa Marta located at one hour 
and a half from Barranquilla, where you will receive Spanish lessons in the building the 
university has in this city, from Monday to Friday from 8:30 to 12:30.  
 
Third week: 
During the third week, you will start an adventurous trek to one of the most famous 
archaeological sites in Colombia built by the Tayronas and now considered a sacred 
place to the indigenous Koguis and Arzarios, Ciudad Perdida. It is located in the Sierra 
Nevada of Santa Marta to 1.100 mts. above the sea level, with the most stunning wild, 
tropical and exotic flora and fauna, home of a wide diversity, with beautiful rivers and 
where you can learn about the living culture of the indigenous towns that still live 
there.  
 
STARTING THE TREK TO CIUDAD PERDIDA: 
 
The first day at 9:00 am, you will depart from Santa Marta to the region of Mamey by 
car; this tour lasts approximately 3 hours. From Mamey, you will start a walk up to the 
first stop. Here, you will be able to cool off and swim in beautiful natural pools and 
sleep in hammocks. 
 
The second day, you will have breakfast at 7:00 am, and at 9:00 am, you will start a 
walk down into a small valley formed by the Buritaca River, place where some 
indigenous clustered together to build a small town known as Mutanzhi, which means 
river and beach. Then, you will start a walk during 3 hours and a half to the hut where 
you will spend the night. You will enjoy the natural pools formed by the Buritaca River. 
 
The third day, you will have breakfast at 6:30 am, and at 7:00 am, you will start a long 
walk to the indigenous reservation areas called Kogui –Arzario, passing several Indian 
houses. In some places there are still traces of roads left by the ancient inhabitants of 
the region.  You will cross the Buritaca River to finally arrive at Romualdo’s hut where 
you will spend the night. Dinner will be served at 6:00 pm. 
 
The fourth day, you will have breakfast at 8:00 am and then, you will start a walk up 
during 2 hours to the Ciudad Perdida, where you will appreciate the natural park, 
ceremonial houses of the natives and the wild vegetation, part of the prehistoric 
heritage. During this trek you will swim in the Pozo de la Juventud, (well of youth)  
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which according to legend, gives wonderful benefits. Once the trek is finished, you will 
return to Gabriel’s hut.  
 
The fifth day and last day, you will have breakfast at 6:00 a.m., and then you will walk 
approximately from 6 to 7 hours, taking a break of about one hour in Mamey. After 
taking the car to go back to Santa Marta, you will rest for refreshments at the entrance 
of Tayrona national park to continue to Santa Marta city where you will arrive at 
around 4:00 pm.  
 
COST: 
$ US 2.213 per student 
 
INCLUDES:  

 Spanish lessons during 2 weeks in Barranquilla and Santa Marta. 

 Accommodation in a family house (2 students in a room) in Barranquilla during 
the first week (includes 3 meals and laundry)  

 Double accommodation in a hotel in Santa Marta (includes only breakfast). 

 Material for the classes. 

 The trip to Ciudad Pérdida with accommodation in hammocks with mosquitoes’ 
nets, meals, fruits, health insurance in case of accidents and a tour guide who 
will speak Spanish during the tour. 

 Certificate. 
 
NOT INCLUDED: 

 Tickets to Colombia. 

 Transportation inside Barranquilla and Santa Marta. 

 Lunch and dinner in Santa Marta. 

 Other extracurricular activities. 
 
Important: Medical insurance is required 
 

CONTACT US: 
 
e-mail: spanishprogram@uninorte.edu.co 
Universidad del Norte - Instituto de Idiomas 
Dirección: Vía Puerto Colombia, Barranquilla-Colombia 
Telephones: (57) (5) 3509509 ext. 4943-4157 
Web page:  
http://www.uninorte.edu.co/extensiones/idiomas/consulta_espanol_extranjeros.asp 
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